7% '

THE WASHINGTON HERALD, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER ,19, 1911

" \WJAMES

it is pnot remarkable that James

C. McParland is wtill in active [

the age of sixty-seven years, for he is a

Presarved man. But it is remarkable that

be is alive at all, or beyond doubt there have

been mors threats mads against this man's life

and more attempts to carry them out than any

other man has suffered between the Atlantie
and the Pacific.

Behind a long table, that is kept clear of the
maas of lstters and reports that dally find their
way into his office, James C. McParland is to-day
in charge of the Pinkerton office in Denver, Col.

The gray hair and moustache tell of advanced
vears; the glasses ndd to the mark of time, but
the blue-gray eyes still have n sparkle and fire
in them; the ruddy complexion fails to show
any ravages of years and the broad shoulders
are well thrown back.

Detective stories have been made the subject
of countless pages, but never has the greatest
fietion writer manufactured fancy as strange as
the true stories of James C. McParland. Never
has a detactive of fiction performed more ‘m-
possible feats than those he parformed when
he broke up the famous Molly Maguire band of
Ponnsylvania,

Born In 1844 in the province of Ulster, Ire-
land, Mr. McParland came to the United States
in 1883. Hs moved to Chicago in the late
sixties and lost all he had saved in the Chicage
fire. Ha jeined the Pinkerton detective a,eucy
under {ts founder, Allan Pinkertcn, 2aarly in the
reventies, and W he had not been long in
the business hi emarkabi- memory marked
him as the man to be sent to Enstern Pennsyl-
vania to gather evidence ngainst the organized
band of murderers.

When he went on the witness stand In trial
after trinl and told the inside secrets of the
Molly Magulres—ascrets that resulted in the
execution of eleven men and the sending to
prison of nearly thresscore more—he damon-
strated that his memory was so good that the
most trying eross-examination fafled to break
hi= evidence in the slightest detail

While Mr. McParland gained fame as the man
who procured the confesalom of Harry Orchard
in the Moyer-Hayward trial of the Western
Fedaration of Miners, his connection with the
Molly Magulres remeins as his masterplace of
work, as it does of all detective work in this
country.

When he took np the Molly Maguire case he
required more than the skill of the trained
operator; he had fo have courage, plenty of
couragé—in fact. he had to live on nerve night
and day. The slightest iuinching at any time
wonld have rmaant his death.

Mr. Parland tells for the first time some of
the incidents in connection with his history
making efforts

EHIND a fong tabhle {n one of the tallest office
Lnfdings In Denver, overiodklog a window
that faces the snow topped Rocky Mountalns.
rou ean find each day a qulet appearing man
iz his mail or directing hix many assist-
nnts Io th dutlea. There Is nothing about the man
at first glance to lead one to suspect him of being one
of the world's famous detectives  You would never
guess that his life had heen In danger mote times than
perhaps other mun of his years. Cer
tninls there inve been more attempts to kill him than
any man whn has come before the publle in the last

renid

that of any

[WH SeNFe TEArs
Not dozens but hundreds of plans have been worked

ot to Kl this man, nnd yet to-day Le Is calmly going
opn about hls dutles seemlogly without & thought of
Lis remarkshie life  James MePariand s passing
strange I that he does not seek publlelty—In fact,
he has refused for more than thirty-five years to tell

of his connection with the famaous Moll- Maguire case;
but after all these years he was found o the [Mover

office of Plokerton's Natlooal Detectlve Agency and
granted an interview thot gives the stors of what s
gt ealled the most darlng plece of detective work
ever aecompllshed (n this or any other country.

“I have no desive to discoss this cuase,” objected Mr,
MeParland; “and while It i an old story It Ia still new,
for all the detalls have never been known.™

It was suggested to Mr. McParland that the public
had been fed on Bherlock Holmes cases—dectectives
tind told of marvellous work of thelrs o detecting\
crime.

“That's the polat,” he spapped. “The pablle thinks

the avernge detective s some strange wizand, whoy
as a matler of fact he must have good cominun sense—
lenty of that I go In for bard work, and Lhat

Just

 are some things In & man's life that always
rewnin vivid to him, uo matter If be Is talking ubout
what occurned vearly two score years before” de-
clared Mr. McPuariand 25 he turned from his desk
“It would De strange, Indeed, 1f 1 did pot recall o all
its detalls my connection with the Molly Magulre cases
uf Pennsylvanla, even though 1 entered into tbe long
case in 1573

“Whether | wus a ‘born detective’ or not pever
wortled 'mie. A detective wust have plenty of ¢oninon
sense, perbape sowe nerve, and the abllity to stick toa
case when matters look the darkest But, more in-
portant, be must be ready to do bmsd work; ready o
go days withoul rest at tlmes,

“An operator must bave confidence In his employers,
apd that is what 1 had with the DI'inkertons. | was
also deeply lnterested ln the Mully Magulre cases fur
more reasons than ope. But first I dld tot forget |
was & delective sent lo coliect evidence. | kept that
in front of me at all Umes. | sm not trying to tell the
young man how to be a detective—1 dom't think you
can do that.

*“To tell the detalled story of the Molly Magulre cusé
wotld require mose than one book, when It will Le
remembered that | spebt more than three years In
gathering evidence agsinst perhaps the boldest band
of murderers apd dsngerous men that ever lufested
this country.” .

Mr, McPariand paused to read a telegram and write
& reply, and thes continued:—

“The Molly Magulres of Pennsylvania gbtaloed thelr
pame from the band of the same uawe o Ireland
The Molly Magulres of Ireland crept Into being to con-
tost the rights, or socalled rights. of tbe poo-resid

“Their idea of correcting was to go to & man's house
at night, pull bim out of bed and cut off an ear. If
this did not bave the desired effect the otber ear would
be cut off and In the end the man murdered.

“No one was lmmune from the Mollies. They struck
hfh and tow. It pever bas been known, and pever
will be, bow mapy men were asssulted and killed by
this band, which scon numbered more than thirty
thousand

*“They were duly organized Into districts, with a
body-master, secretary, asalstant secretary and treas-
urer of each. They hnd secret passwords, grips and
slgns, and were an well organlzed a crew of bandlis as
ong could ever expect todind, There was but one set of

laws for them to obey, and these sgreed with thelr

likes or disiikes. If a rule or a law ran afoul of thelr
way of thinking, then the law was ‘corrected’ by
them with murder or a series of murders

“Eastern Pennsylvania bad been for years In a state

We Weighed the

of siege from the Mollles No mun’s life or home was
Conditions came (o such a crisls that something
Lind to be doie. The local police nnd State officials
had spent mouths and years trylug to convict, but
owlng to the well orgnnlzed condition of tbe Mollles
and the terror they struck Into the bearts of every
household In their nelghborhood little ot no progress
had been made.

“Franklin B, Gowen. president of the Philadeipbin
and Hesding Coal and Iron Company, decided the
hand must be broken up. Archbishop Wood. of Philn-
deiphid, lad beld many conforences with Mr. Gowen,
nrd the two men discussed ways and means of getting
at the root of the organization

“It fell to my lot to pather the evidence which, iater
an, was to send men to the gnllows or State Prison, In
an effort to restore peace once more to the law abid-
Ing clilzens= .

“T eannot even now go Into all the detalls, but I can
relnte enough to give the public xome idea of the con-
ditlons that exlated (n Pennsylvania when 1 went to
Port Cllnte I'a., in 15373

=i bnd lost all of my savings In the great Chicago
fire and was employed by the Pinkertons In Chicago,
under Its organizer. [ was a detective, or an operator.
Omne doy I wnos told | was to go to Pennsylvania and
gather evidence agninst the Molly Maguires. The
words were simple enough, but [ knew that It was
golng to be a hard plece of wurk—the most difficuilt

sufe

nnd trying that 1 had ever encountersad
“One evening along about elght o'clock | landed In
Port Clinton, with my bagzage slung over my back.

I had entered into the stronghold of the band of mur-
derers, mod my first thought was to find some place to
sleep for the night 1 noticed a light vot far nway and
mnde my way toward 11, only to find s tavern flled

Bin&dm.Ddedme Recounts How He Posed

drunkenest | was promptly pushed out of the door
and informed that tramps were not wanted, though 1
belleve I had more funds bidden about my person
than had ail the men in the room combined. I found
quarters for the night st a raliroad sleeping house,
and the pext morning I started out to find a job."

Mr. McParland sinlled as he recalled his efforts to
isecure work as a miner.

“l wanted to go to work and learn something of
the {hside conditlons, and my first opportunity was to
drive = car o & coal mine™ he went on “I

as a “Bad Man" and Ensnared
Thirty Thousand ' Assassinations

with a crowd of drunken men, the landlord being the Michael, or "Muff,’. La

decided that 1 was good materinl. 1 lad asserted my
bravery by leading ic the fights againet coal mines
One day [ jed an attack on a colllers that I knew was
filled with detectives armecd with rifles. The local
police decld=d | was & had man-and tried to arrest me
more than once. One day Mr. Gowen happeoed to be
near the scene of a hot fight between the police and
the miners, and an effort was made to arrest me for
being so close to him. Of courss :’ did not let any
¢he KkDow = Fnew me,

“It was on April 14, 1874, that [ became a full Sedged

Irarned bow to use a pick, and of course made, Molly, jolning the band at Sheaandeah, Pa. At last 1

acquaintance smong my fellow workers. [ did
not buery the making of friends, but managed
to drop loto the saloons out of working

had guined the inner circle of the organization, or at
least I bhad been made a trusted member. It did net
take me loog until 1 was made a secretary, and once [

and mest men. That was my object. to mest as many * becams an ofMcer salirets were unfolded to me day

persons as I could and to fail 'oto thelr babits, for 1

bad made up my mind that 1 was golng to become a

/

Evidence With Care,

full fadged Molly. It was the only way I couid gather
evidence that would bold In court. I must know the
sectels of the vrganization and mark out the ring
lenders who were directing the klillog of so imany
men

“I had agreed to make a report each day to head-
gquarters. | did not know what 1 was dolng when |
made that promise, but I kept It [ was often afrald
tn boy ink. and sometimes 1 would be foreed to take
lilulng, nsed o washing clothes, to make ok, or com-
bine soot and water, untll [ could write with It

“My supply of stampsa I kept concealed In my boots,
The malllng of my dally report often called for the
bes: tricks I conld command. If there had been the
slightest shadow of doubt mised about me in thowe
early days my life woull have becn flicked out in-
stantly. I knew that, and the Mollles felt themselves
wall yrotected sgninst a Getective entering thelr mnks.
doe to thelr repusstion for crue!l murders.

*] wns pever overly fond of even the best of liguors,
and the bad whiskey | was constantly foreed to drink
to make a showlng with my couarades was often one
of my most trylog experiences. It was {neportant that
I become n Jeader. 1 was strong and | could hold my
own with the majority of the men in the sports of the
day or In drinking bouts,
mirntion.

“Dny by dny T grew closer to the members of the
band. I was known as James McKenna to the Mollles,
und 1o fact to every one. I had to do some tall boast-
Ing. Through my efforts It soon becane clreulnted
that 1 had cut off the ears of a man I Luserne
countys, that 1 had killed a man iv Buffalo and that [
was a fugltive from justice for being connectod with a
counterfeiting band. This reputation was of the high-

est order. It mude me u OF candidute for the Mollies.

by day.” He grew serlous as he recalled the long list
of crimes and was lost In thought for a time,

“There was & long list of murders that had not been
cleared. What was the best way to get the evidence
aguinst the men high In the band? [ did not care so
much for the men who personally did the killing—I
wanted the men who did the directing—the leaders.

“The murder of Alexander Ren, a mine superintend.
eot, had taken pince long before I was on the scene,
but it had been an extra brutal case and 1 found that
many of the leaders were connected with the execu-
ton of it. There were so many, in fact, T decided it
wouldl be worth while to get all the evidence In this
case.

“We had our meetings from time to time and some
member would complain -against an official of the
mines or some tradesman. A warning would be sent

‘tp the man complained about, eithgr to correct hia
ways or leave the country. These warnlngs were in
the form of crudely drawn coflins, surrounded by re-
volvers. Once the warnings had been posted the man
would know by long years of the Mollles® erimes that
his time had come. The number of happy homes that
were shattered by these warnings will oever be known,
of eourse. But I am safe In saying that hundreds of
persans were forced to §ee for their llves.

“When it was decided that a man was to be killed,
the plan was carried oft in this manner:—8ay the
Mollles of District No. 1 wanted a man ‘put away.’
A request would be sent to District No. 2 for a man,
or sufficlent men. to do a ‘job’ The men wounld be
selected and would arrive at the place designated,
ready for work. They did this In secret. The night
af the murder every Molly In the district In which the
killing was to be done would see that he had a strong
alibl. He would make it a polot to be with or near
rome non-member of the organlsation. When District
No. 2 bad a killing on band they would send to Dis-
trict No. 1 or 8 for men to do the work for them. In
this way It was always strangers who commlitted the
deedns. .

*Time and again T was tempted to g0 ont in the open
and give my evidence, but while I might have some
good facts against the band in Pottaville I knew that
the men would contlnoe to carry oo the work 1o
Mahanoy City, Mauch Chuok or a score of other places.
Therefore | bad to be patlent and work slowly 1o zet
all of the necessary evidence.

“No one will ever know or realize how slow It all
seemed to me A meeting would be held and some
mian selected to be killed. Sometimes I would get a
line on the man who was to do the real killing, but
often my evidence would not hold in a court of lnw, I
knew. What could ] do? It was impossible to stay
tn the background and not give the man a chance for
his !fe, and as a result T often ran many close risks
by giving a warning. Many were the heated discus-
slons at 1w meetings of tbhe Mollles as to who could
be wirning the intended victims.™

The telephone bell rang and when he had given a
burried “yes" over the wire he once more took up the
thread of his story.

“There Is one case that [ never will forget in connec-
tion with my residence among the Mollles. Gomer
James was a blg, powerful Welshman who bad be
come unpopular with certalu of the band. 1t was
sgreed that he sbould be killed. All the details
for murdering him were gone over with care and It

&nd this wop the Mollles' ad4®wans decided that be sbhould be killed at the colllery

whers bhe worked.

“The day and the hour had been sct. I do not know
that 1 was suspected, but It occurred to me that an
extra number of Mollles were about me on the day
the kllling was to be dome. 1 bad tried every way 1
couhl] think of to be free for a time to get a waming
to Jarmes, but had failed. He had but a short time to
Itve and he was golug about bis work, all unthinking
that = man was waltink to plant = weliet {n his heart.

“| managed at last Lo get out of a side window in my

McPARLAND’S THREE YEAR PURSUIT
OF THE MOLLY MAGUIRES

the Rennsylvania Band That Had Committed

.
Wler, a member of the band, room and get & warning to James in time. [ spemt

w7
'

some mighty anxfous bours for the pext few days
and. of course, was glad to know that he had taken the
warning in time and had not been kilied James was
proud of his strength and was not afraid of any man
But he was not deallng with men; he was dealing
with a borde who struck In the dark, He forgot my
warning, or at feast declded be could care for him.
self, and went to 8 dance at Sbenandoah, vhere be
was killed.

“A meeting of the Mollies was being held at Tama-
qua. There was much rejoicing over the kliling of
James and It was decided that the man who had dons
the killing be rewarded with 3500 for his work. Re
member, 1 attended thls meeting at Tamaqua and
all these detulls were discussed In my presence.

“Thomns Huriey, a member, went to the froot and
claimed the reward, declaring that he had done the
killlng. He went into detalls and seemed to be proud
of his efforts. We were about to vote him the money
for the murder when a man named Michael Butler
astonished the meeting by declaring Hurley had not
done the killing, but that a man pamed McClaln was
entitled to the reward.

“A discussion followed as to the merits of the two
clalms.

*You would have thought by ticlr bragging that
those two men were arguilng over the merits of a real
estate deal. MeClatn was not preseat to tell his side of
the story,and the conventlon had grown so exclted over
the discussion that it was decided to appoint a com-
mittee of two to gather all the evide and then re-
port to the conventlon, ¥ that the reward could be
pald to the man proved to be the real munderer.

“I hoped that I might be 8 member of the committes.
I wanted to hear all the evidence and listen to the
torlex of the witnesses. Butler was suggested a8 ope
member of the committes, 4n represent the MecClain
folls—*-= Then there was a long pause. Soddeniy
some one suggested James McKemna, my assumed

" » second member of the committee. I
was at Inst to get Into the very lnner circles of the
Mollies. The conventlon agreed that I would be a
proper mwan to take up the Hurley side of the case.

“The next Sunday Butier and I ngreed wouid be
the proper time to hear the merits of the casa,. We
motified the withesses that we would hold court in the
brush, near town, and all the men who knew anythiog
about the actual murder of James should be on hand

“Perbups there have been stranger commitiee meet-
Ingx thun that cne, but I never attended 1t. The wit-
nesses were on hand and told thelr storfes o detall
There was some objection to my taking notes, but,
fortunately, Butler agreed that it would be a belp to
us in going over the case later on.

“On that SBunday moroing, in the midst of the thrifty
mining and farming community, we gatbered, and
man after man told what be knew, or what he thought
be knew, of the killing of James. There was $300 re
ward up, remember, but, more than that, thers was
the glory of having killed James.™

Mr. McPariand shook his bead as be wiped his
glasses and sighed deeply,

“We weighed the evidence with care—at least |
took extrin care, he continumed. “That evidence I
knew would have to go Into court later oo, and I did
pot wani sny mistukes.

“When all the wea had told thelr storles thers was
Dot the slightest doubt that Hurley bad been the
man who did the klillng. The rewnrd was never pald,
for the morder of two men, Sanger and Uren, caused
un added sensativn st that perfod, and the arrests that
followed kept the Mollles in a condition of turmoll for
some time afterward

“It is not 1o be forgotten that I had been reporting
every move of the Moilles each day to the bhome of-
fice, sending out a statement as complele us 1 counid
mnke it of everything that bappened during the day.
My evidence was plling up and my superiors were hard
at work checking up and gathering the locsw einds to-
gether for wholesale arrests.

“It can be guessed that there was something of a
sensation when gt Jast | was ready to go out (o the
vpen and march Ioto court. The trial at Poltsville,
Pa—that was the first of the trisis—began on Msy 9,
1578, und 1 hud to ske the witness stand.

*“Perhaps 1 will be pardoned if 1 pride myseif a bit
on my wemery. .l bave & good memory for dates,
places, namies and fcts, and it stood me o good stead
during the trials, for the defendants had a battery of
the best ntlorneys wouey could obtaln to défend them,
But a detective who wants to make his way must oot

njy have a gnod memory, but hs should train it every
ay, and thait is what I bad done.

“More than seventy arrests wore made In the vagi
ous branches of the Mollles. Of course, many of the
leaders of the band escaped, rushing to other parts of
the country or back to the old country. But rwenty-
three wen were sentenced to the gallows and some
two score sent to State prson. L

“I bave lost track of the number of attempts that
were made © put we qut of the way. Efforts were
made v pelson me, throw me down mine shafts, blow
me up with dynamite, shoot and stab toe, but I kept
close watch and was fortunate in escaping with my
Ufe,

“The trial of the captured members of the Molly
M es Was 4 sensation ln the newspapers of the

$% 3 Routing Negro

T would seem to be very difficult at this late day
to discover nonything new in the way of negro
superstitions, but one bss been unearthed in
Raleigh, N. C., which may or may not bave wide
prevalepee, A negru graveyard—{for they do mot
use the ward cemetery at' all—is often a strange sort
of & place. There Is something rather burbaric about
It. 1u a cemetery there a great many of the graves
ere covered wlith bright objects, and in one case,

' The Squirrels’ Team Work.
HE mwembers of an guting expedition in New Eng-
Tl.md while testing In & grove near & glem wit-
pessed 1y Incident that seemsed to show a friendly
understanding amoeng squlrrels 5
The wmembers bad just fulsbed thelr dioner, but
were st “at able,” when a squirrel with glistening,
CAgEr eYes calne cr«pﬂ? down n tree that stood near,
He crept pearer and uéarer, und tinally jeaped upon
the lmjprovised table.
Secing that the woman who was presidiug at table

Inndiords of lreland. Wheo an sgent of a land owner,
backed by ballif and constable, called upon the teu-
ants of lreland to'collect what was more often unjust
iaxes he was met by 2 bund of men dressed as wolien,
who attacked and best the agent and hik asslstants.

* 60's the Mollies, ns they were ofteg
organised in Schuylkill Carbon and Coluurbla
districts of Pennsylveuln
with the wage scale thac
a mine superintendrct ran
They ohjected to the way cerraln ineb

compriged a rold,  ruel.

exteded bim o silent lovitation to belp himself to
what he might lke, the Nitle fellow wade bold to
ereep ufyto a loaf of bread from which caly a sliee or
two bad been cut.  He selzed It ynd & it to the
side of the table nud somehow ua tu scramble

the lt&g.:lhiu of the ghen,
when he reached the bottomand confronted the

where & man died of consumption, the earth mound Is
almost covered with trisngular bottles, which ocuce
contained medicine, bita of looking glass belng Inset
here and Lhere, so that the effect 1s really dazsilng.

» In another case a grave Is covered with broken
bits of looking glass, of all sorts and shapes, aud It
is this particular grave which developed the fact of
the superstition. An aged Degro WAS met Very near
it, and conversation began, taking quite & moge
There wis some discussion of “hants™ and a story
was told regarding the sppesrance of one of these
spectres in the suburbs of Ralelgh, an aged negress
declaring that m little before dusk she had seen the
“hant” Here i wbat she sald about it:—

“] wux er stapdlio’ In my poach when I sead er sort
uv twinkle in de element [meaning the sky) and right
dar and den er bant drapred. He flung hisself all
erbout on er Uttle grass mound ‘side an ole well what

#ln't gpt no top den drap down in de well, come out,
tuk his haid, put it under cne arm and den jump't
over & road lnto er graveyurd. He didno’t go by er

t Then he locked about and sald, “Niggers
u:zyllhnﬂwm Dat's why dey puts
lookin® glnsses on dese bere graves. Er bant cums
erlong. er fioatin’, and whan be sees hisseif in dem
glasses be goes on. He thinks dat er bigger hant dan
Lie is or guardin” ‘ginst him.” i

“Hants” with Looking Glasses. 3% 3%

Another bit of superstition [ sveioped in the same

voyard, where on a grave wound there is & child's
chair, with o plate and eating utensils on it. The old
man sald about this:—>Dat chair an' dem eatin’
things is put dar so dat when de wperet comes It can
glt sump’in’ Ueal.”

When surprise was expressed that splirits had appe-
tites the old negro went on to say “Hants don't eat
nuthin’, but sperets dey do. Dey gits bongry, Jes like
you and me, an' folks in ginerl”

The Intoxicated Pigeons.
HEAVY truck loaded high with kegs of liguor
ﬂwu Jolting across a llne of downtown car tracks
when obe of the kegs toppled and fell from the

day. While It would not be remarkable to-day, It was
remarkable lo those days to have a tewspaper wan go
A long distance to attend a trial. But this case was so
important to all parts of the country that the New
York Hernld sent a staff man 1o report the proceed-
ings.

“There was much effort made during the entice
period of the case to work up sympathy for the wen
on trial. Meetings were bekl In New York and other
parts of the country and Archbishop Wood was criti-
clsed for Jolning Mr. Gowen In sending we to collect
evidence sgalnst the murderers. Some unthinking
pervons sald he should have sent missloparies to tell
the men bow wrong it was to kill a fellow belng.”

For the first time this famous dftective showed algns
of anger and be clencbed his fist us be exclalmed;—1f
thosa who talked this way could bave goue  ioto
the mesetings of the Molly Maguires; It they could
bave heard the bloodthirsty threats, boasts, and dis.
cussions, thoy would bave reallzed that they were not
encoutstering real huwans 1 often think that murder
of a fellow belng meant no more tp many of those men
than merely shooting a rabbit lo fect, it seemed sport
to some of them, who were the most depraved. Wa
haye men of this type today, but for real downright
cruelty 1 pever met the equal to some of the Mollles
of the "T0"s.

“When Jack' Keboe, who was calied by
the Mollles ‘the King,' was found gullty of marder in
the first degree It wus & big sensation. Thomas Dufly,
also convicted of murder in the Arst degree, was per

are often held up to public Inspection for
thelr work, 1 pride myself for the part 1 took in this
1 was working for law onder. A dangerous




